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On March 30, 27,000 teachers launched a strike, demanding higher salaries, health care benefits, and
increased funding for instructional materials. (See CAU 04/03/92 for previous coverage of strike.)
In statements to reporters April 2, Education Minister Cecilia Gallardo said the government cannot
afford to meet teachers' demands at the present time. The estimated cost of such requirements,
she added, is US$24.5 million. Next, Gallardo said government officials would not negotiate until
the teachers return to work. On April 3, 10,000 teaches participated in a rally in front of Education
Ministry headquarters in Santa Tecla, 12 km. east of the capital. Salvadoran Teachers Front (FMS)
leader Rafael Coto reported that teachers would return to their classrooms on April 6 despite the
government's refusal to accept even minimum concessions. He said an indefinite strike may be
launched in the near future if the government continued to ignore teachers' demands. (Basic data
from Agence France- Presse, 04/02/92; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service
EFE, 04/03/92)
-- End --
